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George L. Cary, Legislative Counsel 
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Recommended Procedures for Reporting 
Covert Action Programs to the Senate 
Select Committee on Intelligence 
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25X1 


25X1 


25X1 


1. 

as well as 


paragraph oT 


I h ave looked o ver Bill Wells’ memo to you on this subject 

and share in the concern expressed in the first 
memorandum. 


2. I think Wells was trying to follow the spirit of cooperation with 
the SSCI but I believe recent d evelopments in such matters as the 

I inquiries cause me to be a little more 
cautious than 1 might have been otherwise. In sum, I don’t believe we 
should establish a practice in which Wells or anyone else is subject 
to reports a nd interro gation hy the Committee staff in the field of covert 

action. As pays this gets too close to the question of Presidential 

prerogatives to wind up in any kind of day to day accountability to the 
Committee staff. 

3. I think reports to the SSCI as well as our other oversight committees 
should continue to be made as they have in the past, e. g, , by the 
Director (or you acting in his absence), with Wells as your expert 
back-up in direct testimony to the Committee. These reports would 

be made immediately following each Presidential finding on a program 
and would include semi-annual "wrap up" reports. Some minor developm ent ; 


1 


>5X1 


uiuu ue nanuiea ax the gran level with the SSCI- -as they were with 
our other oversight committees but I think this should be the exception 
rather than the rule. 

4. If the subject of covert action is as important to the Committee 
as I have been led to believe that it is, I think it is one which merits 
the attention of the Committee members in direct contact with the 


Director or with you and I thi nk itshould be retained at th at level 


25X1 


George L. Cary 
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NOTES 


Directo? a with e ?«n2? d trK g - V f- y ° U my comments on the attached memo from Wells to the 

bSs activity foii “ in ® the && 

ccording to| ~ ,^thc initial nice tins botwosn MiIIpt* anr? tfon « 4.1 - , - 

was not broupht tn nnr attont^ „^si ; 1 . lei 3X1,1 tVells on this subiect 

s ? _sec,uent meetings. It »** **»« 


it merits any majSr co^nS to Webs “r^n'' 6 bSen ™»*rB5n don't bejjgjpj 

the procedures proposed^y^Vells 1 ' 6 A^you wiLUiotl 0 | that V \ U a™ Wel1 acc l uainted with 
Knoche, one of which was that hp sd’fL ■, 111 n ° t ?’ . niaile some suggestions 25X1 

coordinating on Wells”™? 7 0plniOn slnce you not listed as 

1 a/" 1 -f-T-% V>A 


we make Semiannual ^wri tten^eports on covert actim/to^he SSCI |conc g rn - 
m the past and do not do so with any other coSee? W6 W n0t d ° ne : 

the Hili e to I1 ?epo?t t on , covSt n aJtion n Sroiects Uld w- int ° th ? business of running up to 
might have additional facts which wptp nnt ^ G ? C j j 1 ™ 6 °£ e 1S terminated or each time v 
briefing. It seems to me that Si included m the original Presidential findir 

handled S on a semi^nSl basS SnllS discussed in memo could be 

~ienough pr * jects are not 

icon IMATrn ill ■ — — 
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DATE 


DATE 
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The thrust of 


as a starter then thie requirements wflT^hp^ * S t ^ at ^ We do l ^ iat WeTls suggests, 
breathing down our necks every other ^J?!!^l^_., and ^57 wil1 be 


project going?" 


every other week asking questions like: "How is the 
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